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USE OF FORCE

AUTHORIZATION

Learn about when force is authorized, what the legal
standard is, and the key elements of good use of force
authorization policy.

Effective Law Enforcement for All is dedicated to creating
policing that is safe, effective, and procedurally just. Find out
more about our mission here.



http://ele4a.org/
http://ele4a.org/

The Graham Standard and "Officer Reasonableness”
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Moving Beyond the Graham Standard

Since the legal standard is vague and can rightfully create confusion among departments and officers as to what
constitutes legal force, some states and cities have tried to create a more useful and responsible framework for
officers.

Some states have even enshrined in law some further restrictions particularly on the use of deadly force.

Many departments, particularly those under consent decrees, have redrafted their policies to reflect a more precise
standard: Reasonable, Necessary, and Proportional.

Cities with Model Use of Force Authorization Policy:
e Seattle
e New Orleans
e Baltimore
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Reasonable

Necessary

Proportional
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https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/Police/Policy_Review/8.050_Use_of_Force_Definitions_Draft.pdf

Qualifying and Improving on "“Reasonableness”

Another criticism of a “reasonableness” legal framework is that it encourages juries to look only at the “split
second” of the decision to use force and ignore the totality of the circumstances. Less weight is given to the wider

context, like whether and how the officer meaningfully attempted to de-escalate or the officer’'s record and
training.

To address this, many policies now enshrine the “totality of circumstances” in officer reasonableness. On the next
slide, see some of the language in Seattle's policy on the factors to consider in officer reasonableness.
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Qualifying and Improving on "“Reasonableness”
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https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/Police/Policy_Review/8.050_Use_of_Force_Definitions_Draft.pdf

Use of Force Continuum

The Use of Force Continuum, left, is another good way
forcia e Aggressive to frame Authorization Policy. It demonstrates

Resistance Resistance Resistance proportional response to the level of resistance

displayed. It also centers and gives crucial importance

to de-escalation and other non-force options, which

should be exhausted or definitively ruled out before

resorting to force.

Contact Controls

 Compliance Techniques 't also recognizes that professional presence is a tool
‘ Conducted Electrical Weapons within the continuum of force.
Defensive Tactics

Authorized Impact Weapons

Source: New Orleans Use of Force Policy



https://nola.gov/getattachment/NOPD/NOPD-Consent-Decree/Chapter-1-3-Use-of-Force.pdf/

Why Update Policy?



https://law.stanford.edu/2022/09/08/do-use-of-force-policies-matter-in-excessive-force-cases-in-federal-court/
https://law.stanford.edu/2022/09/08/do-use-of-force-policies-matter-in-excessive-force-cases-in-federal-court/
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To learn more about what constitutes a use of force; why police use force; and how modern

oolice departments can move towards lawful, safe, and effective use of force; check out our
ELEFA Academy Use of Force page!
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